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101 Ways to Bug Your Students - - Creatively!

(Using Lee Wardlaw’s 101 Ways to Bug Your Teacher and 101 Ways to Bug Your Parents in the Classroom or Library)

The complete list, with detailed descriptions of the 101 Ways - - including  lesson plans, cross-curriculum web links, resources, thematic activities and discussion topics - -  will be coming this summer to: leewardlaw.com

#1. The Bugger and the Bugg-ee 

#2. The Roll of Fortune 
Themes: Classroom or library conduct; Communication

 #3.  Create-A-Kid

Themes:  Language Arts; Drama; Introduction to Literature

#4. I’ve Got an Idea! 

#5. Invention Convention

Themes: Problem-solving; Critical/Analytical Thinking; Science; Engineering; Inventors and Inventions; the Creative Process; Advertising

Invention websites of interest:

http://www.bkfk.com/
http://www.uspto.gov/go/kids/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/inventors/
www.totallyabsurd.com/absurb.htm
#6.  King Cluck 

#7.  Are You My Mummy?

Themes:  Egyptian history; Science; Cultural Practices

Ancient Egypt/Mummy Web Sites of Interest:

http://www.neferchichi.com/  

http://www.geocities.com/sseagraves/ancientegyptlessonplans.htm
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/menu.html
http://www.guardians.net/egypt/kids/
#8.  What Do You Do, Dear?  

#9. Ya Do What?  

Themes:  Career Exploration; Character Analysis; Language Arts; Research 

Career Web Sites of Interest:  

http://www.washburn.k12.il.us/neff/careers/careers.htm 

http://www.bls.gov/k12/
http://mapping-your-future.org/features/careership/?sw=start
http://csis.pace.edu/schools/nr/creagan/career.htm
#10.  H is for Hypochondria  

#11.  I’d Like to Have a Word with You!

Themes:  Vocabulary; Use of Language/Word Play; Research Tools

Web Sites of Interest:

Hiccup Trivia: http://www.leewardlaw.com/hector.htm
The Phobia List: http://www.phobialist.com/#A-
Teacher’s Corner for Health: http://www.bam.gov/teachers/index.htm
Kids Health:  http:www.kidshealth.org/kid/index.jsp

FDA page for kids http://www.fda.gov/oc/opacom/kids/default.htm
Word Play Sites:

http://www.kids.net.au/kidscategories/Kids_and_Teens/Games/Word_Play
http://school.scrabble-assoc.com/
http://www.supercrawler.com/Kids_and_Teens/Games/Word_Play/
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Awards and Honors - 101 Ways to Bug Your Parents

Charter Schools USA Recommended Reading List

International Board for Books for Young People Honor List 2004

Best Translated Book of the Year, 2004 (Farsi/Iran)

International School Librarians Recommended Reading List 2004

Annotation, Valerie and Walter’s Best Books for Children

Annotation, Children’s Literature Lovers Book of Lists
Battle of the Books List, State of Illinois 2003

Bank Street College Best Humorous Books of the Year 2001

Pennsylvania Reader’s Choice Book Award Master List 2001

Nutmeg (Connecticut) Reader’s Choice Book Award 2001 

Maryland Black-Eyed Susan Reader’s Choice Award, 2000

Oklahoma Sequoyah Children’s Book Award, 1999

Great Stone Face (New Hampshire) Children’s Book Award 1999

[image: image3.jpg]Florida Sunshine State Young Reader Award 1999

Garden State (New Jersey) Children’s Book Award Master List 1999

South Carolina Children’s Book Award Master List 1999

American Bookseller “Pick of the Lists”

Recommended Books for 5th-6th Grades, Utah Education Network

Recommended Books for Ages 9-11, South Dakota State Library

Notable Books for Children, Oklahoma State Department of Education

Awards and Honors - 101 Ways to Bug Your Teacher

Best Book of the Month, October 2004, National Council of Teachers

     of English

A 2005 IRA/CBC Children’s Choice Book
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POV:  One Teacher’s Opinion: 

101 Ways to Bug Your Teacher
by Dr. Judy Willis
(Family Life Magazine, August 2004; reprinted with author’s permission.)

Think about the word “adolescent” and close your eyes for a few minutes. Really, no fair reading on. Chances are your images weren’t all sweetness and smiles. Adolescents in my former neurology practice, the middle school classes I now teach, your families and mine, and those in pages of the insightful and delightfully refreshing 101 Ways to Bug Your Teacher by Lee Wardlaw, are emotionally labile, unpredictable and prone to blow out of proportion anything that impacts their life. In fact, recent neurological research provides part of the explanation. In addition to the hormonal assault of the teen years, the last parts of the brain to fully develop are the frontal lobes – the centers of emotional stability. Until this maturation is complete and hormonal stasis is achieved, events or changes we adults think inconsequential, seem huge to young teens, and can bring pain and provoke the unpredictable mood swings of adolescence.

      Wardlaw brings to her pages wonderfully real and funny characters who entertain, while also reminding teens and parents that along with their angst, every child has a special gift, be it as an inventor like Sneeze, a chef like Pierre, a business manager like Haley, or a devoted friend and medical jargon wiz like Hiccup.

      Sneeze's thoughts and feelings are so relatable that we share his pain and relief. We hope we can be, and our children can find the sage, who for Sneeze is Tony, ex-rodeo champion, school nurse, and unofficial counselor, who gives Sneeze a chance to see the sadness and frustration provoking his anger and acting out. “The fact that you’re startin’ to get mad instead of feelin’ down on yourself is a good sign. It means you’re takin’ the bull by the horns. It means you’re wakin’ up.”

      Tony is the wise voice of experience who gains the trust of these young teens with his comforting drawl and cool cowboy hat, and by revealing life truths through stories of his own past. In this way, without sermons, “shoulds” or attempts at manipulation, he helps Sneeze see that that there is joy to be found in life, be it inventing, athletics, writing, or community service. The key to uncovering the joy is to be true to yourself, discover and do that thing you love because you love it, not because it is what you think others expect of you. 

 Through Wardlaw’s characters and their travails, young readers will see that their desire to seem “normal” and fit-in is universal, and that no one, no matter how “cool” they seem, is ever quite sure they do fit-in. Sneeze finds his comfort level when he learns to accept himself, flaws and all, and that his uniqueness is not a “difference” to hide, but something precious to embrace.

      I am a seventh grade teacher, as is “Fierce” in the book, so I wondered if students really needed to know more ways to bug teachers. However, good teachers need not fear because, even though my students contributed some of the 101 ways for Wardlaw’s list, my classroom has always been a place of mutual respect, where I work to make learning accessible, challenging and joyful by honoring my students’ individuality and uniqueness, and they, in turn, have never been intentional “buggers.”

      As for teachers who try to teach as Fierce does, by intimidation and humiliation, they will learn some valuable lessons when Sneeze retaliates: “For the rest of the morning I became the reason some teachers retire after only seventeen minutes of teaching, and take up something less stressful like bomb defusal.”

      Not only teachers, but also parents will see the importance of supporting young teens when they show special interests or talent, and not over-reacting when they go ballistic for reasons we cannot fathom. We can be the wind that supports their wings and propels them toward their dreams, and this book will remind them that we truly are there for them. 101 Ways to Bug Your Teacher was all this and a funny, compelling story that kept me from my own dinner guests as I snuck off to finish this true page-turner.
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Using Lee Wardlaw’s Books

 in the Classroom

Cross-curriculum Web Links, Resources, Thematic Activities and Discussion Topics for the following books (and more!) will be coming soon to leewardlaw.com

101 Ways to Bug Your Teacher  (fiction, grades 4th-8th)

Featured themes:

· Unusual Careers






· Inventors & Inventing

· Egyptian Culture, History & Customs

· Conflict Resolution

· Gifted Children

· The Creative Process/Writer’s Block

· Family Dynamics 

· Intellectual Property Rights

· Critical/Analytical Thinking Skills

· Science

101 Ways to Bug Your Parents  (fiction, grades 3rd-7th)

Featured themes:

· Inventors & Inventing

· Creative Writing (emphasis on writing non-fiction)

· Effective Communication Skills

· Ebbing and Flowing of Friendships

· Loss of a Parent

· Hypochondria

· Money-making Projects

· Free Speech

· Bullies

Punia and the King of Sharks  (fiction, grades K-4th)

Featured themes:

· Hawaiian History & Culture

· Heroes

 

· Surfing



· Folklore

· Botony

· Biology/Zoology

· Trickster Tales

